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Appendix G: Leadership by… 
 
The process of developing a new economic development strategy required the contributions of many 
individuals and organizations. Without their involvement, this process would not have been possible. 
Below is a listing of those who participated in this strategy process. 
 
Kansas, Inc. Board of Directors 
 
Bill Graves 
Governor 
Topeka 
 
Kathleen Clark 
CPA Chartered 
Overland Park 
 
Stan R. Ahlerich 
Ahlerich Farms 
Winfield 
 
Patti Bossert 
Key Staffing 
Topeka 
 
Kent Glasscock 
Speaker of House 
Manhattan 
 
Anthony Hensley 
Senate Minority Leader 
Topeka 

Alan R. Hoffman 
Kansas Natural Gas, Inc. 
Hays 
 
Dave Kerr 
Senate President 
Hutchinson 
 
Annie Kuether 
State Representative 
Topeka 
 
Wayne Maichel 
Kansas AFL-CIO 
Topeka 
 
Larry L. McCants 
First National Bank 
Goodland 
 
Tamera J. Nelson 
Caterpillar 
Emporia 

John C. Prather 
Groendyke Transp., Inc. 
El Dorado 
 
Deryl K. Schuster 
Bus. Loan Center, Inc. 
Wichita 
 
Gary L. Sherrer 
Lt. Gov./Sec. Of 
   KDOC&H 
Topeka 
 
Kim A. Wilcox 
Kansas Board of Regents 
Topeka 
 
Frank Clifford 
Raytheon Aircraft 
Wichita 
 

 
 
Technical Advisory Committee 
 
Larry McCants 
First National Bank 
Goodland  
 
Roger Aeschliman 
Kansas Dept. of HR 
Topeka 
 

 
Stan R. Ahlerich 
Kansas Farm Bureau 
Manhattan 
 
Randy Allen 
KS Assoc. of Counties 
Topeka 

 
Rich A. Bendis 
KTEC 
Topeka 
 
Kevin Carr 
KTEC 
Topeka 
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Paul Clay 
MAMTC 
Overland Park 
 
Frank Clifford 
Raytheon Aircraft 
Wichita 
 
Jim Dahmen 
Columbus Tel Co., Inc. 
Columbus 
 
Pamela Doonan 
KS World Trade Center 
Wichita 
 
Jim Edwards 
KIDA 
Topeka 
 
Eddie Estes 
Western KS Mfg. Assoc. 
Dodge City 
 
John Fowler 
KCCI 
Topeka 
 
 
 
 

 
Phil Halstead 
PSU 
Pittsburg 
 
Don Heiman 
KS Dept. of Adm.  
Topeka 
 
Kent Heermann 
Reg. Dev. Ass.  
Emporia 
 
Steve Jack 
KDOHR 
Topeka 
 
Steve Kelly 
KDOC&H 
Topeka 
 
Bob Krause 
Kansas State University 
Manhattan 
 
Jim Ludwig 
Western Resources 
Topeka 
 
Mikel Miller 
Council on Ec. Ed. 
Wichita 
 

 
Dave Rebein 
Attorney 
Dodge City 
 
Sue Rippe  
Teacher of the Year 2000 
Wichita 
 
Fred Schwien 
KDOC&H 
Topeka 
 
Andy Tompkins 
KS Dept. of Education 
Topeka 
 
Marcus Anderson & 
   Denise Walker 
Goodyear Tire 
Topeka 
 
Jack Wempe 
Little River 
Lyons 
 
Kim Wilcox  
Kansas Board of Regents 
Topeka 
 
 
 

Special Contributions 
 
Chuck Krider 
University of Kansas 
 
 
 
 
 

Tony Redwood 
University of Kansas 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jerry Lonergan 
Plains Research Group 
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Value-Added Agriculture Cluster Meeting 
Special Thanks to 
 
Connie Fisher 
Kansas Department of 
Commerce and Housing 
 
 

Kent Heermann 
Regional Development 
Association of East 
Central Kansas 
 

Emporia State 
University 
 

Aerospace Cluster Meeting 
Special Thanks to 
 
National Institute for 
Aviation Research at 
Wichita State University 
 
 

Wichita Area Chamber 
of Commerce 
 
Bill Jarrell 
The Boeing Company 
 

John Rolfe 
 
 
Kevin Carr 
 

 
Energy Cluster Meeting 
Special Thanks to 
 
Kansas Geological 
Auditorium at the 
University of Kansas 
 
 

Energy Research Center 
 
Dr. Lee Allision 
Director of Kansas 
Geological Survey 
 

Mark Shreve 
Mull Drilling Co

 
Materials Cluster Meeting 
Special Thanks to 
 
National Institute for Aviation Research at Wichita State University 
 
 
 
Life Sciences/Biomedical Cluster Meeting 
Special Thanks to 
 
Kansas University 
Medical Center School 
of Nursing 
 
 

Dr. Bill Duncan 
Interim Director of Life 
Sciences Institute 
 
 

Jim Martin 
IMPACT, Inc. 
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Information Technology/Communications Cluster Meeting 
Special Thanks to 
 
University of Kansas Edwards Campus, Overland Park 
 
Mark Banister 
Fort Hays State Video 
Conference 
 
 

Jim Dahmen 
Columbus Telephone Co. 
 
 
 

Victor Frost 
Info. Telecom Tech. 
Center at KU

University of Kansas Policy Outlook Conference 
Special Thanks to 
 
Steven Maynard Moody 
Interim Director 
 
Emporia State University Value-Added Agriculture Conference 
 
Kansas State University Rural Policy Symposium 
 
Kansas Chamber of Commerce Executives 
 
Overland Park Chamber of Commerce 
 
Kansas Chamber of Commerce and Industry Caucus 
 
Kansas Industrial Developers Association 
 
Western and West/Central Kansas Tour 
Special Thanks to 
 
Western Kansas Manufacturing Association, Dodge City 
Liberal Economic Development Group, City of Liberal  
Howard Partington, City of Great Bend 
Hays/Ellis County Chamber of Commerce 
Fort Hays State University 
Salina Chamber of Commerce 
 



 
Making the Knowledge Economy Work for All Kansans 

Kansas Comprehensive Strategic Plan Update 

 
Kansas, Inc. Staff  
 
Charles R. Ranson 
President 
 
Debby Fitzhugh 
Director of Operations 
 

Kent Qandil 
Senior Research Analyst 
 
Ann Marshall 
Office Assistant 
 

 

 
 
Economic Competitiveness Group, Inc.  
 
Alec Hansen, Ph.D. 
Principal 
 
Eric Hansen, Ph.D. 
Principal 
 

Samantha Carpenter 
Research Associate 
 
Rob Ness 
Research Associate 

Cambridge Systematics, Inc. 
 
Jack Kaliski 
Principal 
 
Dan Hodge 
Senior Associate 

 
 
 
Branner Stewart 
Senior Associate

 


